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As participant of the US Pavilion at the 2014 International Architecture Biennale in Venice, Italy, our
project is researching the history of American architecture and its international exports over the
last hundred years. 

The OfficeUS exhibition is an interactive and evolving installation that reframes the history of
American architecture through the topic of building abroad in two interrelated constructs: The 
Office and The Repository. The Repository documents 1000 projects from the last 100 years,
designed by US offices working abroad. Collectively these projects tell multiple, imbricated
stories of America’s firms, typologies, and technologies, as well as a broader narrative of
American modernization and its global reach. The Office engages these same projects,
remaking them over the course of the Venice Biennale. It functions as a laboratory staffed by a 
diverse cast of individuals including resident design fellows collaborating with outpost offices and
an ever-changing cast of expert critic-consultants. Together, these two halves of OfficeUS
create both a historical record of the American contribution to global architectural thought, and a
petri dish in which the legacy of that contribution can be evaluated today.

The International Architecture Exhibition at the Venice Biennale calls itself “the oldest specialized
exposition of its kind in the world, developed in the same spaces as the International Art
Exhibition; in 13 editions it has become a point of reference for designers, architects,
professionals and trend setters from the world of art, fashion and communication.” Over the
course of the six month exhibition over 200,000 people from around the world will visit the
pavilion.

As participants of OfficeUS, our architecture and research practice Cooking Sections investigates
American built environment through the space of production and consumption of food. For the
US Pavilion in Venice, we are exploring domestic interiors, especially kitchen design as the
construction of Modernity. Through our practice, we transform architecture and landscape into a
series of recipes in order to create new forms of engagement with space and geography. During
the six months of the exhibition in Venice, we are planning to set up a kitchen inside the pavilion,
and cook, within it, a whole range of dishes that connect architecture, food and home
appliances. The open kitchen will be the central mediatic place to start public discussions and
meals with all the visitors to the pavilion, an extraordinary opportunity for KitchenAid to exhibit its
appliances.

Cooking Sections
OFFICEUS, 2014 International Architecture Biennale, Venice, Italy.
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on behalf of the U.S. Department of State’s 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

This project is commissioned by Storefront for Art and Architecture

ARE YOU PART 
OF OFFICEUS?
The first headquarters of OfficeUS, located within 
the US Pavilion at the Biennale Architettura 2014, 
presents a global history of the architecture office 
while mapping aspirations for its future. A live, 
working office surrounded by a library of one 
thousand projects realized by US offices abroad 
between 1914 and 2014, OfficeUS situates and 
re-imagines the operations of US architectural 
firms and their global impact. 

The forms, technologies, and production processes 
of US architectural offices have traveled the globe 
over the last hundred years, from the 1920s 
European importation of US architectural ingenuity, 
through the 1950s Marshall Plan architecture and 
the 1970s oil-fueled projects in the Middle East,  
to the contemporary global proliferation of super- 
tall buildings and NGO-sponsored interventions. 
Individually and collectively, these projects tell 
multiple, imbricated stories of US firms, as well  
as a broader narrative of modernization and its 
global reach. 

OfficeUS is led by Partners Arielle Assouline- 
Lichten, Cooking Sections: Daniel Fernández 
Pascual & Alon Schwabe, Curtis Roth, Manuel 
Shvartzberg Carrió, Matteo Ghidoni, and 
M-A-U-S-E-R: Mona Mahall & Asli Serbest, 
working in collaboration with outpost offices and 
an ever-changing cast of visiting experts. 
Together, they engage the projects documented 
in the pavilion, revisiting their premises and 
conclusions. If indeed our present is the inevitable 
outcome of the stories OfficeUS examines, it is 
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RD RICE Construction Inc. 
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through these stories that we can see a history  
of architectural modernity anew and project its 
alternative futures.

The twenty-five weeks of OfficeUS production are 
guided by twenty-five OfficeUS Issues — issues 
that emerge from the historical archive and that 
register contemporary anxieties. These Issues  
are: Ex-Im, Trojan Horses, Best Practices, Crude 
Ideals, Democratizing Action, International Comfort, 
Reprogramming, The Invisibles, Global Citizenship, 
Magical States, Profit Margin, Smart Concrete, 
Little Americas, Anger/Love Management,  
Cargo Cult, Housing Public Good, Bullets Without 
Ideology, Code Upgrade, Culture Capital, 
Superlatives, Big Box Rules, Network Patents, 
Mission Good, Around the Clock, and Labor LEED. 
Each of these themes has multiple manifestations
within the project library, while simultaneously 
anticipating and structuring the work of the office 
over the course of the Biennale. 

Revisiting one hundred years of US architecture’s 
global production in conditions that are decidedly 
different from those in which the projects were 
initially conceived opens them to engagement  
and “ownership” by a vast and heterogeneous 
audience. OfficeUS is a growing open structure 
that brings together collective aspirations and 
expertise to constitute new conversations, new 
concerns, and a new politically engaged 
architectural culture — a new form and format  
of an architectural us.
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Vista general de la 
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